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Taming of the Shrew
By William Shakespeare
INDUCTION – 
	Christopher Sly falls into a drunken stupor after arguing with Hostess, who goes for the police.  A lord appears and dresses Sly like a lord and makes a page dress like a woman to pretend he is Sly’s wife.  Sly awakens and finally believes he has been asleep for 15 years and his wife has been weeping for him.  Sly shows interest in his wife, but a messenger announces a play.  A comedy called…

ACT I

1. Why does Lucentio come to Padua?
Lucentio is visiting Padua as part of his education.  He is in a habit of traveling and going to numerous universities.
2. What advice does Lucentio’s friend Tranio have to offer?
Do not spend too much time studying.
3. What offer does Baptista make to Gremio and Hortensio?
They can date Bianca after finding a suitor for Katharina.
4. What does Katharina object to?
She objects to the way her father is trying to get rid of her.
5. Why does Baptista hire tutors for Bianca?
Baptista does not want Bianca to be around the men who want to date her.

How does this affect the plot?  Lucentio disguises himself as a tutor.

6. Who does Tranio disguise himself as?
Lucentio
7. What excuse does Lucentio make to his other servant, Biondello, for his disguise?
He says he killed a man and needs to escape.
8. What is Grumio’s relationship to Petruchio?
He is Petruchio’s servant.
9. Who acts as a “go-between” between Grumio and Petruchio?
Hortensio
10. Why is Petruchio looking for a wife?
He needs money since he has already run through his deceased father’s money.
11. What type of wife is Petruchio looking for?
RICH!! $$$
12. What idea does Hortensio offer Petruchio?
He should marry the rich shrew Katharina.
13. What comment does Grumio make about Petruchio’s disposition?
His disposition is evil.
14. What favor does Hortensio ask of Petruchio?
He wants to be presented as a music teacher.
15. What offer does Hortensio, Gremio and Tranio offer Petruchio?
They will finance his wooing of Katharina.



ACT II

1. Why is Bianca begging for mercy from Katharina?
Bianca’s hands are tied behind her back as Kate is attacking her.
2. Why would Kate have to dance barefoot at Bianca’s wedding?
That was the custom if the younger daughter married first.
3. What would be the fate of Kate if she were to be an old maid?
She would lead the apes in hell.
4. What do Petruchio and Baptista discuss?
money
5. Why is a contract drawn up?
To make sure Petruchio marries Katharina.
6. How does Petruchio “woo” Katharina?
He praises her for all the qualities she doesn’t have.
7. Why does Petruchio tell Katharina that he will marry her?
He will marry her to tame her.
8. Why is Katharina “taken back” by Petruchio?
She hasn’t succeeded in scaring him off.
9. How does Petruchio describe Katharina to her father?
She is gentle.
10. How does Baptista decide which wooer will marry Bianca?
He will auction her off.
11. Why must Tranio find someone to be his father?
The father must agree with the deal made between Tranio (pretending to be Lucentio) and Baptista and verify the wealth of “Lucentio.” 

ACT III

1. How is Katharina’s pride hurt?
Petruchio appears to not be coming to the wedding.
2. When does Baptista actually support Katharina?
When Petruchio doesn’t arrive for the wedding on time, and he appears not be going through with the wedding.
3. What announcement does Biondello make?
Petruchio is coming and is dressed horribly.
4. What comment does Petruchio make about his clothes?
Katharina is marrying him, not his clothes.
5. Why does Lucentio want to elope with Bianca?
It would be too much trouble to explain the truth.
6. How does Petruchio “ruin” the wedding ceremony?
He swears, stomps around, drinks, and kisses Katharina roughly.
7. When does Petruchio declare his power over Katharina?
He refuses to stay at the wedding reception.
8. How does Petruchio, with Katharina, escape from the wedding reception?
He and Grumio draw swords.
9. Why does Katharina not fight Petruchio?
She is frightened; he has legal rights.
10. How do we know Bianca is not an obedient daughter?
She plots with other suitors.


ACT IV

1. Why does Petruchio hit his servants?
They are moving too slow.
2. Why does Petruchio refuse the burned meat?
He says it isn’t good for Katharina’s temper.
3. How does Petruchio plan on taming Kate?
He refuses to let her eat or sleep until she changes her disposition.
4. Why is Hortensio upset?
Bianca isn’t interested in him.
5. What is Lucentio (Cambio) teaching Bianca?
He is teaching her the art of love.
6. Why does Hortensio marry the widow?
She is wealthy and in control of her own money.
7. How does Petruchio plan to reward Kate?
She will be fitted for new clothes.
8. What does Petruchio say to Kate when the plan falls through?
Petruchio tells Katharina that the riches of the mind are more important.
9. How does the real Lucentio and Biondello plan to deceive Baptista?
A priest will perform a secret marriage.
10. What advice does Hortensio give Kate?
Katharina should agree with Petruchio about the moon.
11. How does Petruchio know that Katharina knows the game he has been playing?
Katharina plays along.

ACT V

1. What causes all the confusion?
The real people meet the imposters.
2. How does Bianca deceive her father?
She secretly marries Lucentio.
3. Why does Katharina not kiss Petruchio?
She is embarrassed to kiss him in public.
4. Why does Kate finally kiss Petruchio?
He threatens to take her back home.
5. Why does Kate become angry at the feast?
The old woman makes fun of her and Petruchio.
6. What bet does Petruchio make with Baptista?
Katharina will be the most obedient wife.
7. How does Kate show her obedience to Petruchio? (4 ways)
She immediately comes to her husband when called
She fetches the other wives
She stomps on her hat
She announces the duty of a woman
She offers to put her hand under Petruchio’s foot
